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Eurasian cranes (Grus g. grus) 

 Spring and autumn 

migration 

 Sweden and 

Norway 

 Stopover at Lake 

Hornborgasjön 

 Fed barley in 

springtime 

 

Major 

crane 

migration 

routes in 

Europe 

Spring: Approx. 30 % of the crane population in Sweden and Norway pass 

through Lake Hornborgasjön. Average stop: 12 days. 



Crane monitoring 

 Since 1956 

 Continuosly since 1966 (spring) and 1974 

(autumn). 

 Volounteer staff 

 Starts when the number of migrating 

cranes reaches approx 10-20. 

 Ends when numbers have stabilized 

(approx 200-300). 

 

 





Seasons 

 Spring: approx mid March – late April. 

 Every day 

 

 Autumn: approx mid August – early 

October. 

 Twice a week. 





Methodology 

Spring 

 

 The cranes are fed barley in the southern 
section next to the lake (to save crops in 
surrounding fields, plus for tourism). 

 The cranes roost slightly further north, in 
shallow water in the lake. 

 Counting takes place in the evening, as 
birds fly to the roosting sites. 



Methodology 

 The cranes are counted as they pass an 

imaginary line between the feeding site 

and the roosting site. 

 Bird observatory staff (volunteers) work in 

pairs and take turns counting during a 

couple of hours (15-20 minutes each). 



Methodology 

 Cranes will depart in smaller flocks – 

counted individually. 

 Large number of cranes take off 

simultaneously  - counting by group wise 

approximation.  

 Cancelled:  

 extreme weather / low visibility  

 in case of severe disturbance. 

 

 





Methodology 

Autumn 

 

 In the autumn the cranes are counted as they 

return from feeding on spilled grain on the 

surrounding farmland to roost at the lake.  

 Similar manner...  

 but from two different locations, as a result of 

the geographical distribution of the cranes prior 

to arrival back at the lake. 

 





Results 

 The results from the crane counting are 

displayed on the Internet the same 

evening, for the benefit of visiting 

birdwatchers and others. 



Results - spring 

 The average 
maximum number 

of cranes found at 

the southern part 

of  Lake 

Hornborgasjön in 
the spring 

All time high: April 3rd 2012:  26,500 
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Results - autumn 

 The average 
maximum 

number of cranes 

found at Lake 

Hornborgasjön 

(north + south) in 
the autumn 

All time high: September 28-29th 2012:  10,750 
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Thank you for your attention 

Questions? 


